French team victorious at bicycle polo tourne

By BEN BAUGH
Staff writer

Wive La'France! France, in & defen-
sive-minded match, held off Aiken
Green 6-4 Lo capure the International
Bicycle Polo Tournament finals thal was
hosted this weekend at Winthrop Fiel
by the Bicycle Polo Club of Aiken and
Augusta,

The toumament was played in Aiken
i celebrition of Auken Green's Bally
Matheson, one of the world's most
renowned bicyele polo players.

The tourmament featured six entries,
including contingents from France,
Conada and an [ntemational team com-
prised of players from all over the globe,
and three teams from the United States;
including two from Aiken and one fiom

The finals pitted the two teams that
had gone undefeated n the Wwmament,
with each having won four pames 10
reach the deciding contest.

France (French Matural Selection)
strivek first in the first period, receiving a
goal as the result of o penally infraction,
and would make it 2-0 in the second
period before Aiken Green would answer
back on a goal from Zak Smith,

France wonld increase the margin 1o
three goals in the third period, before
Steve Smith scored o close the gap o
4-2, but France would add another tally
before the start of the final frame.

Aiken Green scored twice in the
fourth period, as Steve Smith and Billy
Matheson tallied for the home team. bot
the French team wouold put the game owt
of reach with a goal midway through
the session and played swong defense to
thwart a late drive from Afken Green.

“This wasa big win for us. especially
coming over from France to play in the

tournament,” said Jean-Piems Malan-
dain, French Matura! Selechion. “16s pur
first tournament victory outside of the
couniry.”™

A French club did wan a loumament
earlier this year in Scotdand. The French
team was composed of six of the best
players from France.

“IL was greal that 30 many eams came
io play m the toumament and came from

great distances,” sad Matheson. *1've
had the opporunity to meet a lot of
great people through the sport, and I'm

honorad by their presence here in Aiken,

Some of the best leams came here fo
play. Canada who has won two gold
medals in the world championships, and
France captured two silver medals, We
were ouiplayed and outshot. The French
team played bolliantdy togzther,”
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Steve Smith with the Aiken Green team stays close to the ball as a French National team member drives it downfield.

The loss was bittersweet for Aiken
Gireen, and a rematch looms as a sirong
possibility,

“It happens.” said Zak Smith. Asken
Green. “We'll pel them next lime, and
hapefully, our next match against them
will be in France. They adapted very
well o the different siyle of play in the
Ihnited States. and we're pleasad with
the way we played ™




